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and the peace of Europe." Though the treaty did not
specifically guarantee Alsace-Lorraine to Germany against
France, nor Rome to Italy against the papal claims to
temporal power, it was hoped by each Power that it would
have this effect.
By Art. I, "The High Contracting Powers mutually
promise peace and friendship, and will enter into no alli-
ance or engagement directed against any one of their States.
They engage to proceed to an exchange of ideas on political
and economic questions of a general nature which may arise,
and they further promise one another mutual support with-
in the limits of their own interests."
At the negotiations of the Austro-German Alliance of
1879 Andrassy steadily refused to promise Austrian armed
support in case of a French attack on Germany, unless
France were also joined by Russia; his successor persisted
in this refusal in 1882, and hence in Art. II, dealing with
a possible French attack, Austria's obligation extended only
to Italy, while Germany's and Italy's obligations were
mutual: "In case Italy, without direct provocation on her
part, should be attacked by France for any reason whatso-
ever, the two other contracting parties shall be bound to
lend help and assistance with all their forces. This same
obligation shall devolve upon Italy in case of any aggres-
sion without direct provocation by France against Ger-
many."
Art. Ill provided for the danger of a Franco-Russian
coalition: "If one, or two, of the High Contracting Parties,
without direct provocation on their part, should chance to
be attacked and to be engaged in a war with two or more
Great Powers non-signatory to the present treaty, the casus
foederis will arise simultaneously for all the High Contract-
ing Parties." This virtually extended to Italy the principle
agreed upon between Austria and Germany in 1879, except
that the addition of the words "without direct provocation"

